NIEMPSOR KAR

FIRST CENTURY  B.C,

IN those days the General, Niempsor Kar, went
to war with the Queen of the Mountains, and killed
her, and took the kingdom from her; and her two
daughters, Yanivi and the baby Lallek, were his
prisoners. Yanivi was a little girl with short yellow
curls; even then everyone liked her, and she was sent
to the Court at Shibrot, where one of the princesses,
who had lost her own daughter, brought her up in
the low-lying, warm city, among the shops and the
dance-houses and the glittering streets,

But Niempsor Kar, the General of the West, took
the little sister, Lallek, to his house by the sea, and
there she grew up for long, quiet years, among the
sand-dunes and the white rocks. At that time Niemp-
sor Kar was living with a woman of Yoonistan who
had been taken five years before; she ruled his house-
hold while he was away at the wars, and she had borne
him a son called Tibar, who was a little older than the
Mountain child. The two of them used to play along
the hot beaches in front of the house, and they had
soldiers with gold inlaid breastplates for their nurses*
And when the General rode home after some great
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